My God, My God!

Insights from Pastor Dwayne Hooper’s Sermon

Even in the darkest moments, God is not absent. Pastor Hooper reminds
us that Jesus’ cry on the cross points us toward truth, not despair. It
reveals that even when God feels distant, He is still present and at work.
When we cry out to Him, we are not losing faith; we are holding onto it,
trusting that He hears us and that the story is not yet finished.

1. WHAT FEELS LIKE ABANDONMENT MAY BE
REVELATION

Jesus’ words on the cross point beyond the moment to a larger truth. What
feels like distance may actually be God revealing something deeper than
we can yet understand.

. Reflection: Where in your life does God feel distant, and what
o, might He be revealing in that place?

2. PAIN IS MULTI-LAYERED AND REAL

Suffering is not limited to what we can see. Physical, emotional, and
mental pain all carry weight, and God sees and cares about each one.

Reflection: What kind of pain are you carrying that needs to be
o, acknowledged before God?

3. CRYING OUT TO GOD IS FAITH IN ACTION

Lament is not weakness; it reflects relationship. Bringing honest questions
to God keeps the connection alive and invites Him into our struggle.

Reflection: What honest question or prayer do you need to bring
o, before God today?


https://youtu.be/3hvgCD12WHc
https://youtu.be/Sq-HB3RMDbI
https://youtu.be/YDkpGU1ghH8

4. GOD IS NEAR EVEN WHEN HE FEELS DISTANT

Our awareness of God does not determine His presence. Like a loving
Father watching over His child, He remains near even when we cannot
see Him.

. Reflection: How can you remind yourself of God's nearness in
o, moments when He feels far away?
5. THE TURNING POINT CAN HAPPEN IN THE VALLEY

A shift in focus does not require a change in circumstances. Even in the
valley, we can turn our hearts toward God and choose trust over despair.

Reflection: What would it look like to turn your attention toward
o, God in the middle of your current situation?
6. THE STORY ENDS IN VICTORY

Psalm 22 does not end in suffering, and neither does our story. Christ’s
work on the cross has already secured the outcome. Our hope rests in
what He has finished.

Reflection: How does knowing that God has already secured the
o, ending give you strength for today?

TODAY’S FAITH CHALLENGE

Take a quiet moment to reflect on the insights above. Which truth speaks
most clearly to your heart right now? Consider how God may be inviting
you to trust Him more deeply, even in a season where His presence feels
unclear. Let your response be one of honest prayer, steady faith, and
renewed hope in the One who has already finished the work.

¢ Where do you need to cry out to God honestly right now?

e How can you hold onto faith when you don't feel His presence?


https://youtu.be/ypYvEAxHyXk
https://youtu.be/eE-9NrSI7yk
https://youtu.be/mQ_TXTDH4_s
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